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„Client“ 

Financing the German contribution

The Agency for Renewable Resources (FNR) was founded in 

1993 by the German Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 

Consumer Protection

Main responsibilities of FNR: 

to support R&D in the area of renewable resources

to inform the public about current research results

to give advice on a range of applications of renewable 

resources and organise and take part in scientific events

You want to know more?

http://www.fnr-server.de/cms35/index.php?id=139
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Our own field of work  

Financing Regional Development

R ural
F uture
Networks

RUFUS

Ex Post EFRE 00-06

Syntheses Ex Ante ELER 07-13

Research Evaluation Implementation

You want to know more?

http://www.sprintconsult.eu
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Content

Two aspects

Short overview of own experiences in the field of bioenergy 

projects 

on national level 

(regulations, strategies and additional support mechanism)

on regional level 

(example: Model project Bioenergy-Regions)

Central questions: How have different policies influenced the 

bioenergy markets - and the other way around? What has 

functioned and what has not?

How would you define the "perfect" local/regional/national 

bioenergy-politician
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Framework Conditions

The national level - and we also have a federal one ...

In addition: downstreamed agencies, foundations etc.    
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Your want to know more? 

Energy: http://www.bmelv.de/cln_182/cae/servlet/contentblob/750066/publicationFile/41349/BiomassActionPlan.pdf

material use: http://www.fnr-server.de/cms35/fileadmin/fnr/pdf/Brosch_Aktionsplan_stoffliche_Nutzung_Brosch_Stand29_09_09.pdf
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Increasing the share of renewable energy in electricity 

production to at least 30 percent by 2020

Using biofuels to achieve a greater reduction in greenhouse 

gas emission in the transport sector

Increasing the share of biofuels in overall fuel consumption to 

7 percent of net greenhouse gas reduction by 2020 

(equivalent to approximately 12 percent energy content)

Increasing the share of renewable-generated heat from 

cureent 6.6 percent to 14 percent by 2020

Framework Conditions

The national level: National Biomass Action Plan 
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Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG) (April 2000, 

displacing the Act on the Sale of the Electricity to the Grid 

from 1991)

fixed payments for every kilowatt hour (feed in tariffs) 

feed into the national grid

different tariffs according to type of renewable energy 

source, technique and plant size

bonus payments: biomass bonus, heat and power 

bonus, innovation bonus 

Energy Tax Act

Biofuel Quota Act

Renewable Energy Heat Act

Simplified biogas feed-in into the natural gas grid 

reduced VAT for firewood and wood pellets 

...

Framework Conditions

The national level: Law and regulations  

You want to know more?

http://www.bioenergytrade.org/downloads/germanycroekodbfz200

9ieabiot40.pdf
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Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG) by

Investment protection through guaranteed feed-in tariff 

and connection obligation (20 years)

Innovation through falling compensation

Financed by the consumers not by state money

Influencing the markets

Some examples 

Effects (examples)

The principles of EEG were „copied“ in 45 countries world 

wide, 19 in EU 

EEG revision 2004 increases the production of bioenergy 

creating new jobs and added value 

...

You want to know more?

http://www.unendlich-viel-energie.de/en/homepage.html
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Influencing the markets

Some examples 

You want to know more?

http://www.nova-institut.de/pdf/10-05-19%20Studie-Stofflich.pdf
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Framework Conditions

Model Project Bioenergy-Regions  

Recap:

Direct monetary incentives in particular due to EEG or 

Rural Development policies (EAFRD (eg Leader), GAK 

(eg district heating networks) or R&D 

Debate on climate change carries the topic bioenergy to 

all levels

Competitions and initiatives such as Bioenergy Regions, 

Bioenergy-Villages or 100% renewable energy regions 

produce profiling as "sustainable" rural region 

(perspectives for young people, new job, future jobs)

additional programmes e.g. “Action programme Energy 

for Tomorrow - Chances for Rural Areas” 

Conflicts - just examples:

land use competition: not stabilising but influencing market 

prices and lease rates as well as mono cultures lead to 

biodiversity decline

not only added value for rural areas
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Framework Conditions

Model Project Bioenergy-Regions  

Added value chains are "easier / shorter" than material use, can 

be localised and the technology is available on nearly every scale

resources are available / mobilisable incl. Use of "residual“ 

material (wood waste, landscape maintenance)

soon to be realised (monetary) 

Public actors as driving forces - private actors follow. Building up 

regional support networks is easier
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Framework Conditions

Model Project Bioenergy-Regions  

25 regions 

400.000€ for 3 years 

(06/2009 till 05/2011)

for soft measures 

(no direct investments)

aims:

creating bioenergy networks 

and regional added value; 

combating climate change

...

You want to know more?

http://www.bioenergie-regionen.de
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Framework Conditions

Model Project Bioenergy-Regions  

Accompanying research divided into two parts: Economic-

technical (German Biomass Research Centre (DBFZ)) as well as 

social and political (nova-Institute and SPRINT). Our fields:

Regional networks - status and development

Durability  - networks, management and projects 

Knowledge management 

Conflicts - how to solve

Regional value chains - methodological approach for 

regional development

You want to know more? 

DBFZ: http://www.dbfz.de/web/index.php?id=34&L=1

nova-Institute: http://www.nova-institut.de/
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Framework Conditions

Model Project Bioenergy-Regions  

Socio-economic effects:

Who benefits on which 

level? National, regional 

local?

How to optimise the use of 

regional biomass?

“Investigating the gap”

external

insentives

soft

effects

hard 

effects
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Perfect local/regional/national bioenergy-politician

A short definition  

Loves complexity and simple things (not only one instrument / 

technique is available: calculate and convince)

Friend of technical progress

Foresighted and thinking in mid and long term perspective: 

Avoiding conflicts through stakeholder involvement, coordinated 

action to get the best benefit and to avoid negative side effects 

Follows an integrated approach: (Regional) Resource/Biomass 

policy/management instead of an isolated Bioenergy view:

Food, Feed, Fibre, Energy

Advocate of the regional/local level: not only thinking in supply 

chains to optimise efficiency but also in regional/local value 

chains to optimise effectiveness through regional value chain 

partnerships
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http://www.rubires.de
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You want to know more?  

Dr. Sebastian Elbe

0049 6151 66 77 801

elbe@sprintconsult.de

www.sprintconsult.eu


