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Canadian Overview

� We are a cold country
� Adequate home heating required to maintain life 

and the integrity of home infrastructure

� We have relatively inexpensive energy
� Rich in fossil fuels and hydro-electricity



Canadian Overview

� Fuel poverty has only recently entered our 
lexicon
� Habitat for Humanity
� http://www.youtube.com/user/habitatforhumanityc

a#p/a/u/2/s8vp175b3s0

� Consequences of fuel poverty can be severe



Why is this becoming an issue?

� Energy costs are increasing
� Switching to clean energy alternatives
� More expensive than current choices
� Ontario

� Polarisation of incomes
� Lower income brackets not keeping pace with 

rising costs of energy 
� Greatest impact on most vulnerable members of 

society
� Fuel poverty is poverty



What can be done?

� Raise incomes
� Recent increases to Guaranteed Income 

Supplement for seniors
� Not going to happen on a large scale in the short 

term

� Lower energy costs
� Clean energy alternatives cost more than current 

choices
� Many government programs available to make 

houses more energy efficient
� Little benefit to most vulnerable unless landlord 

take advantage



What can be done?

� Learn from the UK!
� What is the depth of the problem and what can be 

done?
� Where is it headed?

� Develop appropriate policies
� Subsidize rates for low income users
� Provincial statutes make this difficult
� Will not result in more efficient energy use



Can bioenergy play a role?

� Local and/or alternative energy generation for 
social housing complexes (ONPHA and CHF)

� Rural and remote areas
� Replace subsidy programs with district heating 

alternatives

� Will always be a challenge until conventional 
prices rise to a point that alternatives are 
considered seriously.
� Alternatives should developed now so they can be 

used when needed



Review

� A new and little understood problem in Canada
� Important to stay ahead of the problem as the 

consequences can be severe
� Renewables can be part of the solution



Questions?


